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1. Introduction
Riverside Primary School is committed to organising classes in a way that ensures the best
possible provision, balance, and learning experiences for all pupils. Class organisation is

reviewed annually and is determined by the professional judgement of school leaders, taking
into account pupil numbers, educational needs, and the overall balance of each cohort.

2. Principles of Class Organisation

Class structures may vary from year to year depending on multiple factors including:

e Overall pupil numbers within year groups
e Balance of needs across classes

e Staffing arrangements

e Curriculum requirements

e The need to create well-balanced, inclusive, and effective learning environments

The school may choose to keep classes together or reorganise them, wholly or partially,
from year to year. Decisions will always be made with the best interests of pupils and the
school community in mind. We will only request children’s friendship choices, if we are
intending on making changes moving into the new academic year.

3. Pupil Voice and Friendship Considerations

As part of the transition process, all children will be invited to express friendship preferences.
Each child will be asked to name six friends they would like to be with in their new class.

e Children will be guaranteed at least one of the friends from their list.

e The ordering of friends (e.g., Friend 1, Friend 2) does not indicate priority and
cannot be treated as a guarantee that the child will be placed with their first-named
friend.

e School leaders will take all lists into account while ensuring that classes remain
balanced in terms of academic, social, behavioural, and SEND needs.



4. Transition Arrangements

All pupils take part in whole-school transition activities, including the annual Jump-Up Day,
where they spend time in their new class with their next year group teacher(s). This supports
smooth, positive transitions and helps pupils feel confident and prepared.

Additional Transition for Pupils with SEND

Children with SEND or additional vulnerabilities may require enhanced transition
arrangements. These will be personalised to each child’s needs and may include:

e Extra visits to their new classroom

e Meeting new adults in advance

e Social stories or transition booklets

e Opportunities to visit during quieter times

These arrangements will be planned in consultation with the SENCO,
parents/carers, and relevant staff.

5. Grouping for Maths and English

In some year groups, pupils may be set for Maths and/or English to support targeted
teaching and meet cohort needs.

e These arrangements may change from year to year depending on class sizes, staff
deployment, and the needs of the children.

e Sets are regularly reviewed to ensure that they continue to support progress and
wellbeing.

6. Siblings, Twins, and Multiple Births

Decisions about whether siblings (including twins and triplets) will be placed together or
separated are made on a case-by-case basis.
The school will consider:

e The needs of each child

e The balance and composition of classes

e Any parental views (although the final decision rests with the school)



7. Finalisation of Classes
Once class lists are established and shared, the decision is final. Changes are disruptive to

the learning environment and the well-being of all children in the cohort; therefore, requests
to alter classes are not normally agreed.

In exceptional circumstances, a change may be considered.

e Any proposed change must clearly demonstrate significant need.
e Such cases will be reviewed by the headteacher and senior leadership team.

e |f the school agrees that a change is warranted, the proposal will be taken to the
Governing Body for consideration before any action is taken.

e The Governing Body’s decision is final.

8. Review of the Policy

This policy will be reviewed every three years or earlier if significant changes in legislation or
school practice occur.
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