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Intent

Careful analysis and discussion about our pupils’ backgrounds, life experiences and culture has helped
us to design a whole-school curriculum with four key priorities. We believe that by focusing on the
following key priorities our children will be ready to successfully meet the challenges of the next stage of
their education and their lives. As​well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum,
geography contributes to the wider curriculum intent of our school.

Our curriculum priorities are: STAR

● Strive:​ ​For all of our children to make good progress from their starting points both personally

and academically.

● Tolerance: To ensure our children are respectful to others and treat everybody equally.
We will offer experiences for our children which encourage them to be considerate, thoughtful
and that will make them aware of and celebrate the diverse society we live in.

● Aspire:​For​our children to believe that through hard work and determination they can achieve the

goals that they set themselves to become the best they can. We​will provide experiences which

broaden our children’s horizons and show our children the wide range of possibilities available for
their future.

● Resilience:​ ​For our children to be able to work through challenges with a positive mindset; to

think creatively and to problem-solve.

Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for
personal expression, and it can play an important part in the personal development of people.

Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enable
children to better understand the world that they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity,
music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping
children to feel part of a community.

We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills,
to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgments about the quality of music.



Aims

● To enjoy listening to a wide range of music from different times and cultures.
● To enjoy making music based on different times and cultures.
● To perform with confidence and enjoyment.
● To sing with confidence and enjoyment.
● To develop composition and appraising skills.
● To develop a musical vocabulary with which to evaluate the music listened to.
● To provide a range of musical opportunities.
● To encourage awareness, enjoyment and appreciation of Music in all its forms.
● To develop imagination and creativity.
● To help children of all abilities develop positive attitudes and to experience success and

satisfaction in Music.
● To offer opportunities to perform, compose, listen and appraise.

Implementation

Coverage and skills progression

At Riverside Primary School we use the ‘Charanga Music School’ scheme of work which supports all of
the requirements of the National Curriculum and embeds the Model Music Curriculum (MMC) which
gives children access to a wide range of musical concepts and experiences. The ‘Charanga Musical
School’ Scheme provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group in the school.
It is ideal for specialist and non specialist teachers and provides lesson plans, assessment, clear
progression, and engaging and exciting whiteboard resources to support every lesson. The Scheme
supports all the requirements of the new National Curriculum and is absolutely in line with published
OFSTED guidance. The learning within this scheme is based on: Musicianship (‘Understanding Music’
and ‘Improvise Together’); Listening; Singing; Playing and Performing. A musical nativity or production is
always produced at Christmas time.

EYFS
We teach music in the foundation classes as an integral part of the themes covered during the year. As
part of the Early Years Foundation Stage we relate the musical aspects of the children’s work to the
objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for
children. For Music, this is highlighted within Expressive Arts and Design: Being Imaginative and
Expressive. The Charanga scheme is followed, when it links with a theme. Music contributes to a child’s
personal, social and creative development. Counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability, and
songs from different cultures increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world.



KS1
Key Stage 1 Pupils should be taught to:

● use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
● play tuned and untuned instruments musically
● listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
● experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

KS2
Children should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They
should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas within
musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.

Pupils should be taught to:

● play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression

● improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music
● listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory
● use and understand staff and other musical notations
● appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from

different traditions and from great composers and musicians
● develop an understanding of the history of music.

Teaching and Learning Styles

At our school, we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in
a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Singing
lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing
in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and
organisation of music. We teach them to listen to and appreciate different forms of music. As children get
older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer, and to listen to more extended pieces of
music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can
represent feelings and emotions. We teach them the disciplined skills of recognising pulse and pitch. We
also teach children to make music together, to understand musical notation, and to compose pieces. We
recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of musical ability, and so we seek to provide
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the
child. We achieve this in a variety of ways:

● setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
● setting adapted tasks of increasing difficulty;
● sometimes grouping children by attainment levels and setting different tasks to each attainment

group;
● providing resources of different complexity, depending on the attainment of the child;
● providing specialist support where individual children have particular gifts or talents.



The contribution of music to teaching in other curriculum areas:

The Education Endowment Fund indicates that the impact of arts participation is positive and improved
outcomes have been identified in the core subjects - English, Mathematics and Science. Research
suggests that arts participation has a greater effect on average for younger learners and, in some cases
for disadvantaged pupils and benefits have been found in both primary and secondary schools. Wider
benefits include more positive attitudes to learning and increased well-being.

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of PSHE and citizenship. Through the common goal of
making music, children learn to work effectively with other people, and to build up good relationships.
Music is the basis of many social activities and has an important role to play in the personal
development of many young people. It has a vital role to play in building self-confidence. Participation in
successful public musical performances is sometimes one of the most memorable things young people
do at school.

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (SMSC)
Creating, performing or listening to music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual experience. We
encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and
quality of life.

Additional music teaching:

Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers. Parents and
carers who want their children to participate in the scheme must pay the additional music lesson fees on
a termly basis. Instruments are provided by the company delivering the lessons. These lessons are
taught to small groups of children who have chosen to learn one of a variety of instruments, such as the
guitar, ukulele and keyboard. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, and usually
takes place during normal lessons, from which children are withdrawn for the duration of the instrumental
lesson.

The School Choir/Orchestra and musical events:

We believe that music enriches the lives of people, and so we wish to involve as many children as
possible in musical activities.

We have two school choirs, which we encourage all children to join. Both the Key Stage 1 and Key
Stage 2 choir meet on a weekly basis and, although its primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing
together, it also performs in public on a number of occasions throughout the year. For example, at the
lighting of the village Christmas tree, to the visitors at The Harbour Club, O2 Young Voices and the Key
Stage Two Music Festival at the Cliffs Pavilion. The Key Stage One choir also performs at the Infant
Music Festival.



Planning

We carry out the curriculum planning in music in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term).
The long-term plan maps the music topics studied in each term during the key stage. The subject leader
devises this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group. At Riverside, we have
mixed Year 5 and 6 classes, therefore our curriculum is planned over a two year rolling programme for
these year groups. The medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. The subject
leader is responsible for reviewing these plans.

The class teacher writes the lesson plans, which are largely supported by the Charanga scheme. They
list the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson. The class teacher is
responsible for keeping these individual plans, and the class teacher and subject leader will discuss them
on an informal basis.

Timings of Music teaching are flexible depending on the current topic being taught, as long as all National
Curriculum objectives are covered.

Responsibilities of the teacher:

● Teachers will plan to ensure there is continuity and progression of knowledge and skills.
● Look at and recap previous knowledge/skills that are relevant to the new learning.
● Planning will outline a clear curriculum knowledge driven objective.
● Consistent opportunities for pupils to develop their aural skills, in both listening and using

voices/instruments..
● This must link to the performance aspects of the unit of work.
● Consistent opportunities to listen to and appraise a wide variety of musical genres.
● Consistent opportunities to perform ( performance aspect of the unit of work), using voices and a

wide variety of musical instruments.
● Explore the inter-related dimensions of music (pitch,duration,dynamics,tempo,timbre,texture and

structure) and apply these to appraisal, performance,improvisation and composition.
● Consistent opportunities for children to improvise and compose.
● Reflecting and evaluating their work.
● To keep records of the progress of their children.

Assessment

Teachers assess children’s work in music through formative assessments via observations during
lessons. They record the progress that children make by assessing the children’s work against the
learning objectives for their lessons. Children are also encouraged to make judgements on ways in
which their work can be improved in their evaluations.

The subject leader analyses data from across the school and uses this to adapt planning where
necessary.



Monitoring
The Music leader will follow the school’s SDP to ensure that the monitoring and development of the
subject is maintained at a high standard by:

● Monitoring that Music has clear timetabled teaching time and that the National Curriculum
statutory requirements are covered fully;

● Moderating work samples with the pupils and/or teachers;
● Conducting discussions with pupils about their learning;
● Conducting learning walks to observe the coverage and learning opportunities within Music;
● Providing guidance to colleagues;
● Assisting with maintaining and replenishing resources that are required within the budget;
● Assisting staff to implement assessment throughout school;
● Ensuring that the long term overviews, skills progressions and knowledge organisers allow for

progression across school;
● Keeping up to date with changes or new initiatives that would support the development of Music

at Riverside Primary School.

Impact
● Children will achieve age related expectations in music at the end of the year.
● Children will retain knowledge that is pertinent to music.
● Children will have the opportunity to foster their instrumental flare and use this as a form of

expression.
● Children will improve their self confidence.
● Children will have interaction with and awareness of others, and self reflection.
● Children will be able to enjoy music in as many ways as they choose: either as a listener, creator

or performer.
● Children will have a fun,engaging, high quality curriculum that will engage them to continue this

interest in their lives.

Resources

There are sufficient resources for all music teaching units in the school. We keep instruments and other
resources for music in a central store, where there is a box of equipment for each unit of work. The
library contains a good supply of topic books and computer software to support children’s individual
research.

Healthy and Safety

● Teachers are responsible for reading the school’s Health and Safety Policy and Educational Visits
Policy.

● All teachers must carry out a risk assessment prior to taking the children off site for a music
session.

● Planning of lessons adheres to the whole school E-safety Policy, when using Charanga and other
online tools.



Inclusion
The SENCO, Subject Leaders and Phase Leaders provide advice for teachers on providing support to
individuals with Special Educational Needs, including More Able and Talented children. Children’s
individual needs are addressed through in-depth planning and the provision of resources which support
learning. Targets identified in children’s Educational Health Care Plans, on One Plans and Provision
Maps are specified in teachers’ planning

Equality

This policy and procedure is subject to The Equality Act 2010 which recognises the following categories
of individual as Protected Characteristics: Age, Gender Reassignment, Marriage and Civil Partnership,
Pregnancy and Maternity, Race, Religion and Belief, Sex (gender), Sexual orientation and Disability.

Review

Next review date: January 2026


