
Music Curriculum Map

EYFS

Development Matters explains that during the Early Years Foundation Stage, children should be given opportunities to:

● Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups
● Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
● Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
● Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.

As stated in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, the level of development children should be expected to have
attained by the end of the EYFS is defined by the early learning goals (ELGs). For Music, this is highlighted within Expressive Arts and
Design: Being Imaginative and Expressive. Children reaching the expected level of development will:

● Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.
● Perform songs, rhymes and poems and other stories with others and (when appropriate) try to move in time with the music

This Early Learning Goal is achieved throughout EYFS via:

● Charanga music lessons
● Weekly opportunities to learn new songs related to topic work (Myself, People who help us, Fairy tales. Our Amazing World, Minibeasts,

Under the Sea).
● Singing songs and rhymes from a variety of genres and cultures
● Building up a repertoire of nursery rhymes and familiar songs.
● Using musical instruments in the outside area and role play.
● Creating movement to music eg: move like jungle animals, astronauts, African animals, growing plants and weather.
● Singing and performing to our friends and parents
● Performing the school nativity production
● Play movement and listening games
● Model how to tap rhythms to accompany words, such as tapping the syllables of names, objects, animals and the lyrics of a song
● Listen to and join in with stories / poems with repetitive refrains.
● Move in time / appropriately to rhymes, songs, instruments and classical music.
● Call and response songs.

Autumn Spring Summer



EYFS Me!

My Stories

Everyone!

Our World

Big Bear Funk

Reflect, Rewind and Replay

Key Knowledge Expressive Arts and Design

Listen and Respond
● To know twenty nursery rhymes

off by heart.
● To know the stories of some of

the nursery rhymes.
Explore and Create

● To know that we can move with
the pulse of the music.

● To know that the words of
songs can tell stories and paint
pictures.

Singing
● To sing or rap nursery rhymes

and simple songs from
memory.

● Songs have sections.
Share and Perform

● A performance is sharing
music.
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By the end of EYFS the children will know…

● I know and can name some nursery rhymes.
● I know 10 nursery rhymes by heart.
● I know how to clap the pulse (beat)
● I know how to play some percussion instruments correctly.
● I know the names of some percussion instruments.
● I know that instruments make different sounds.
● I know that pitch is how high or low a sound is.
● I know that performance is sharing music with others.
● I can create my own music.
● I can talk about music I have heard



Year One and Two

Curriculum Coverage

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year One My Musical
Heartbeat

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Dane, Sing and
Play!

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Exploring Sounds

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Learning to Listen

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Creative
Composition

Let’s Perform
Together!

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Year Two Pulse, Rhythm
and Pitch

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Playing in an
Orchestra

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Inventing a
Musical Story

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Recognising
Different Sounds

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Creative
Composition

Our Big Concert

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Threshold Concepts - Year 1 (Expected)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they form an
opinion to express
how they feel
about a piece of
music?

● Can they
recognise repeated
patterns?

● Can they tell the
difference between
a fast and slow
tempo, loud and
quiet, and high and
low sounds?

● Can they hear the
pulse in a piece of
music?

● Can they tell the

Composing ● Can they make a
range of sounds
with their voice?

● Can they make a
range of sounds
with instruments?

● Can they identify
changes in
sounds?

● Can they tell the
difference between
long and short
sounds?

● Can they represent
sounds pictorially?

● Can they make a
sequence of
sounds for a

Performing ● Can they use their
voice to
speak/sing/chant?

● Do they join in with
singing?

● Can they clap
short rhythmic
patterns?

● Can they use
instruments to
perform a simple
piece?

● Can they respond
to musical
indications about
when to play or
sing?

● Can they respond



difference between
loud and quiet
sounds?

● Can they describe
how sounds are
made and
changed?

● Can they respond
to different moods
in music and say
how a piece of
music makes them
feel?

purpose? musically with
increasing
accuracy to a call
(high/low, loud/soft,
fast/slow) and
keep a steady
pulse?

● Respond to
different moods of
music, in different
ways

Threshold Concepts - Year 1 (Greater Depth)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they identify
what different
sounds could
represent and give
a reason why?

● Can they identify
texture - listening
for whether there is
more than one
sound at the same
time?

● Can they identify
musical structure
in a piece of music
(verse, chorus
etc.)?

Composing ● Can they repeat
(short rhythmic and
melodic) patterns?

● Can they give a
reason for
choosing an
instrument?

Performing ● Can they perform a
rhythm to a steady
pulse?

Threshold Concepts - Year 2 (Expected)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they identify
particular features
when listening to
music?

● Can they begin to
associate sounds
they hear with

Composing ● Can they order
sounds to create a
beginning, middle
and end?

● Can they represent
sounds pictorially
with increasing

Performing ● Can they follow the
melody using their
voice or an
instrument?

● Can they sing
songs as an
ensemble following



instruments?
● Can they

independently
identify the pulse
in a piece of
music and tap
along?

● Can they listen
carefully to recall
short rhythmic
patterns?

● Can they begin to
recognise
changes in
timbre, dynamics
and pitch?

● Are they able to
recognise and
name different
instruments by
sight?

● Can they
evaluate and
improve their
own work and
give reasons?

● Listen to simple
inter-related
dimensions of
music

● Verbally recall
what they have
heard with simple
vocabulary –
loud, soft, high,
low

● Begin to say
what they like
and dislike

relevance?
● Can they choose

sounds to achieve
an effect (including
use of
technology)?

● Can they begin to
compose short
melodic patterns
using two or three
notes (tuned
instruments/voice)
?

● Can they create
short, rhythmic
patterns –
sequences of long
and short sounds?

● Are they selective
in the control used
on an instrument in
order to create an
intended effect?

● Can they create
their own symbols
to represent
sounds?

● Can they choose
sounds to create
an effect on the
listener?

the tune (melody)
well?

● Can they perform
in an ensemble
with instructions
from the leader
(e.g. hand signals
to indicate pitch
and duration of
notes)?

● Can they play
simple rhythmic
patterns on an
instrument?

● Can they sing/clap
a pulse increasing
or decreasing in
tempo?

● Do they have
control when
playing
instruments?

● Can they perform
musical patterns
keeping a steady
pulse?

Threshold Concepts - Year 2 (Greater Depth)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they tell
whether a

Composing ● Can they use
simple structures

Performing ● Can they
understand the



change (e.g.
pitch, tempo,
dynamic, texture
and timbre) is
gradual or
sudden and
describe its
effect?

(e.g. repetition and
order) in a piece of
music?

● Do they know that
phrases are where
we breathe in a
song?

importance of a
warm up?

● Can they sing/play
rhythmic patterns
in contrasting
dynamics; keeping
to the pulse?

Year Three and Four

Curriculum Coverage

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 3: Writing Music
Down

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Playing in a Band

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Creative
Composition

More Musical
Styles

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Enjoying
Improvisation

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Opening Night

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Year 4: Musical
Structures

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Exploring
Feelings When
You Play

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Creative
Composition

Feelings Through
Music

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Expression and
Improvisation

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

The Show Must
Go On!

(Musicianship, Listen and
Respond, Singing, Playing,
Improvising and
Composing, Performing)

Threshold Concepts - Year 3 (Expected)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they use
musical words
(pitch, duration,
dynamics, tempo)
to describe and
give their opinion
on a piece of

Composing ● Can they create
repeated patterns
using a range of
instruments?

● Can they combine
different sounds to
create a specific

Performing ● Do they sing songs
from memory with
increasing
expression,
accuracy and
fluency?

● Do they maintain a



music?
● Can they evaluate

and improve their
work, explaining
how it has
improved using a
success criterion?

● Do they know that
music can be
played or listened
to for a variety of
purposes
(including different
cultures and
periods in history)?

● Are they able to
recognise a range
of instruments by
ear?

● Can they
internalise the
pulse in a piece of
music?

● Can they identify
the features within
a piece of music?

● Describe music
using appropriate
vocabulary

● Begin to compare
different kinds of
music

● Recognise
differences
between music of
different times and
cultures

mood or feeling?
● Do they

understand how
the use of tempo
can provide
contrast within a
piece of music?

● Can they begin to
read and write
musical notation?

● Can they
effectively choose,
order, combine
and control sounds
to create different
textures?

● Can they use silent
beats for effect
(rests)?

● Can they combine
different
inter-related
dimensions of
music (e.g.
fast/slow, high/low,
loud/soft) in their
composition?

simple part within
an ensemble?

● Do they modulate
and control their
voice when singing
and pronounce the
words clearly?

● Can they play
notes on tuned
and untuned
instruments with
increasing clarity
and accuracy?

● Can they
improvise
(including call and
response) within a
group using the
voice?

● Can they
collaborate to
create a piece of
music?

Threshold Concepts - Year 3 (Greater Depth)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they
recognise changes
in sounds that
move

Composing ● Can they create
accompaniments
for melodies?

● Can they compose

Performing ● Can they sing/play
rhythmic patterns
in contrasting
tempo; keeping to



incrementally and
more dramatically?

● Can they compare
repetition, contrast
and variation
within a piece of
music?

a simple piece of
music that they
can recall to use
again?

● Do they
understand metre
in 4 beats; then 3
beats?

the pulse?

Threshold Concepts - Year 4 (Expected)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they describe
what they hear
using a wider
range of musical
vocabulary?

● Can they
recognise how the
inter-related
dimensions of
music are used by
composers to
create different
moods and
effects?

● Can they
understand the
cultural and social
meaning of lyrics?

● Can they
appreciate
harmonies, drone
and ostinato?

● Can they explore
ways in which
sounds are
combined towards
certain effects?

● Can they
understand the
relationship
between lyrics and

Composing ● Can they use
notations to record
and interpret
sequences of
pitches?

● Can they use
notations to record
compositions in a
small group or on
their own?

● Can they use
notation in a
performance?

Performing ● Can they perform
a simple part of an
ensemble
rhythmically?

● Can they sing
songs from
memory with
increasing
expression,
accuracy and
fluency?

● Can they
improvise using
repeated patterns
with increasing
accuracy and
fluency?



melody?
● Can they explain

why silence is
used in a piece of
music and say
what effect it has?

● Can they start to
identify the
character of a
piece of music?

● Can they describe
and identify the
different purposes
of music?

● Can they use
musical words
(pitch, duration,
timbre, dynamics,
tempo) to describe
a piece of music
and composition?

Threshold Concepts - Year 4 (Greater Depth)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they identify
how a change in
timbre can change
the effect of a
piece of music?

Composing ● Can they explore
and use sets of
pitches, e.g. 4 or 5
note scales?

● Can they show
how they can use
dynamics to
provide contrast?

Performing ● Can they use
selected pitches
simultaneously to
produce simple
harmony?

Year Five and Six

Curriculum Coverage

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 5/6: Year A Melody and Sing and Play in Creative Enjoying Musical Freedom to Battle of the



Harmony in Music Different Styles Composition Styles Improvise Bands!

Year 5/6: Year B Music and
Technology

Developing
Ensemble Skills

Creative
Composition

Musical Styles
Connect Us

Improvising with
Confidence

Farewell Tour

Threshold Concepts - Year 5 (Expected)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they describe,
compare and
evaluate music
using musical
vocabulary?

● Can they suggest
improvements to
their own or others’
work?

● Can they choose
the most
appropriate tempo
for a piece of
music?

● Can they identify
and begin to
evaluate the
features within
different pieces of
music?

● Can they contrast
the work of
established
composers and
show preferences?

● Can they describe,
compare and
evaluate different
kinds of music
using an
appropriate and
broad musical
vocabulary?

● Can they analyse

Composing ● Can they begin to
use standard
notation?

● Can they use their
notations to record
groups of pitches
(chords)?

● Can they choose
the most
appropriate tempo
for a piece of
music?

● Can they use
technology to
compose music
which meets a
specific criterion?

Performing ● Can they sing and
use their
understanding of
meaning to add
expression?

● Can they perform
‘by ear’ and from
simple notations?

● Can they
improvise within a
group using
melodic and
rhythmic phrases?

● Can they
recognise and use
basic structural
forms e.g. rounds,
variations, rondo
form?

● Can they maintain
their part whilst
others are
performing their
part?



and compare
features from a
wide range of
music?

● Can they discern
and distinguish
layers of sound
and understand
their combined
effect?

● Can they identify
cyclic patterns –
verse and chorus,
coda?

● Can they
recognise how
different
inter-related
dimensions of
music are
combined and
used expressively
in many different
types of music?

Threshold Concepts - Year 5 (Greater Depth)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they explain
how tempo
changes the
character of
music?

● Can they identify
where a gradual
change in
dynamics has
helped to shape a
phrase of music?

Composing ● Can they identify
(and use) how
patterns of
repetitions,
contrasts and
variations can be
organised to give
structure to a
melody, rhythm,
dynamic and
timbre?

Performing ● Can they use
pitches
simultaneously to
produce harmony
by building up
simple chords?

● Can they devise
and play a
repeated
sequence of
pitches on a tuned
instrument to
accompany a
song?



Threshold Concepts - Year 6 (Expected)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they refine
and improve their
work?

● Can they evaluate
how the venue,
occasion and
purpose affects the
way a piece of
music is created?

● Can they compare
and contrast the
impact that
different
composers from
different times will
have had on the
people of the time?

● Can they analyse
features within
different pieces of
music?

● Can they evaluate
differences in live
and recorded
performances?

● Can they consider
how one piece of
music may be
interpreted in
different ways by
different
performers,
sometimes
according to venue
and occasion?

Composing ● Do they recognise
that different forms
of notation serve
different
purposes?

● Can they combine
groups of beats?

● Can they use a
variety of different
musical devices in
their composition?
(e.g. melody,
rhythms and
chords)

Performing ● Can they begin to
sing a harmony
part?

● Can they begin to
perform using
notations?

● Can they take the
lead in a
performance?

● Can they take on a
solo part?

● Can they provide
rhythmic support?

● Can they perform
parts from
memory?

Threshold Concepts - Year 6 (Greater Depth)

Listening and
Appraising

● Can they appraise
the introductions,
interludes and
endings for songs

Composing ● Can they show
how a small
change of tempo
can make a piece

Performing ● Can they perform
a piece of music
which contains two
(or more) distinct



and compositions
they have created?

of music more
effective?

● Do they use the
full range of
chromatic pitches
to build up chords,
melodic lines and
bass lines?

melodic or
rhythmic parts,
knowing how the
parts will fit
together?

Vocabulary Progression

EYFS

Song A short poem or other set of words set to music or meant to be sung.

Sing Make musical sounds with the voice, especially words with a set tune.

Pulse The steady beat that keeps going through a piece of music and keeps you playing at a steady tempo. If the tempo
changes during a piece of music, the beat can speed up or slow down.

Volume Quantity or power of sound. The degree of loudness.

Repeat Do something again or more than once.

Copy Make a similar version to one that has already been done.

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. In songs, these can be based on the syllables in the lyrics.

Perform Present a form of entertainment to an audience.

Instrument An object or device for producing musical sounds.

Drum A percussion instrument sounded by being struck with sticks or the hands.

Tambourine A percussion instrument that is played by being shake or hit with the hand.

Xylophone A musical instrument played by striking a row of wooden bars of graduated length with one or more small wooden or
plastic beaters.

Maracas A percussion instrument that is played by being shaken.



Year One

Pulse The steady beat that keeps going through a piece of music and keeps you playing at a steady tempo. If the tempo changes
during a piece of music, the beat can speed up or slow down.

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. In songs, these can be based on the syllables in the lyrics.

Pitch How high or low a note sounds.

Rap A type of popular music where the words are shared rapidly and rhythmically over an instrumental backing.

Improvise When a piece, or part of a piece, of music is made up on the spot by one or more musicians.

Compose To formulate and write a piece of music.

Melody A tune or sequence of notes that makes sense on their own.

Bass The lowest sound that can be heard.

Percussion Instruments that play notes at specific pitches, such as a xylophone, chime bars or bells.

Audience The people watching and listening to a performance.

Imagination Use the mind to be creative in their thinking.

Year Two

Pulse The steady beat that keeps going through a piece of music and keeps you playing at a steady tempo. If the tempo
changes during a piece of music, the beat can speed up or slow down.

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. In songs, these can be based on the syllables in the lyrics.

Pitch How high or low a note sounds.

Improvise When a piece, or part of a piece, of music is made up on the spot by one or more musicians.

Compose To formulate and write a piece of music.

Audience The people watching and listening to a performance.



Melody A tune or sequence of notes that makes sense on their own.

Dynamics How loud or soft music sounds. Dynamics can change during a piece of music. These are usually shown in the music as
p (soft), f (loud).

Tempo How fast or slow the music is. The tempo can change during a piece of music.

Perform Present a form of entertainment to an audience.

Audience The people watching and listening to a performance.

Year Three

Verse A section of a song that often has the same melody but different words. Some songs can have several verses.

Chorus A repeated section of a song.

Improvise When a piece, or part of a piece, of music is made up on the spot by one or more musicians.

Compose To formulate and write a piece of music.

Pulse The steady beat that keeps going through a piece of music and keeps you playing at a steady tempo. If the tempo
changes during a piece of music, the beat can speed up or slow down.

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. In songs, these can be based on the syllables in the lyrics.

Pitch How high or low a note sounds.

Tempo How fast or slow the music is. The tempo can change during a piece of music.

Dynamics How loud or soft music sounds. Dynamics can change during a piece of music. These are usually shown in the music as
p (soft), f (loud).

Melody A tune or sequence of notes that makes sense on their own.

Texture The effect of the melody, harmony and rhythm layered together. The texture can change within a piece of music.

Structure The arrangement of a piece of music.

Hook A short riff, passage or phrase that is used in popular music to make a song appealing.

Riff Repeated chord progressions.



Melody A tune or sequence of notes that makes sense on their own.

Pentatonic
scale

A scale made of five notes, e.g. C D E G A. It is often used in folk music.

Year Four

Improvise When a piece, or part of a piece, of music is made up on the spot by one or more musicians.

Compose To formulate and write a piece of music.

Melody A tune or sequence of notes that makes sense on their own.

Pulse The steady beat that keeps going through a piece of music and keeps you playing at a steady tempo. If the tempo changes
during a piece of music, the beat can speed up or slow down.

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. In songs, these can be based on the syllables in the lyrics.

Pitch How high or low a note sounds.

Tempo How fast or slow the music is. The tempo can change during a piece of music.

Dynamics How loud or soft music sounds. Dynamics can change during a piece of music. These are usually shown in the music as p
(soft), f (loud).

Texture The effect of the melody, harmony and rhythm layered together. The texture can change within a piece of music.

Structure The arrangement of a piece of music.

Unison Playing or singing the same note together at the same time.

Rhythm
Patterns

A rhythmic movement or sound is repeated at regular intervals, forming a regular pattern or beat.

Notation A way of writing music using pictures, marks or shapes to represent the different sounds.

Civil Rights The rights of citizens to political and social freedom and equality.

Racism Prejudice or discrimination by an individual, community or institution against a person or group of people based on their
racial or ethnic group.



Equality The state of being equal, especially in status, rights or opportunities.

Year Five

Backbeat A strong accent on one of the normally unaccented beats of the bar.

Amplifier An electronic device for increasing the vibrations of an instrument.

Chorus A repeated section of a song.

Bridge Musical passage that connects a section to another section of a song.

Riff Repeated chord progressions.

Hook A short riff, passage or phrase that is used in popular music to make a song appealing.

Improvise When a piece, or part of a piece, of music is made up on the spot by one or more musicians.

Compose To formulate and write a piece of music.

Appraise Listening to a piece of music and taking an emotional meaning from it.

Syncopation When a beat is emphasised when it normally wouldn’t be or there could be a rest (pause) where there should be a note.
Syncopation can be as simple as a person clapping on beats 2 and 4 of a piece of music, instead of beats 1 and 3.

Structure The arrangement of a piece of music.

Tune A melody.

Note Values Indicates the duration of a note.

Pulse The steady beat that keeps going through a piece of music and keeps you playing at a steady tempo. If the tempo changes
during a piece of music, the beat can speed up or slow down.

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. In songs, these can be based on the syllables in the lyrics.

Ballad A slow sentimental or romantic song.

Interlude A pause.



Year Six

Melody A tune or sequence of notes that makes sense on their own.

Compose To formulate and write a piece of music.

Improvise When a piece, or part of a piece, of music is made up on the spot by one or more musicians.

Pulse The steady beat that keeps going through a piece of music and keeps you playing at a steady tempo. If the tempo changes
during a piece of music, the beat can speed up or slow down.

Rhythm Patterns of long and short sounds used in music. In songs, these can be based on the syllables in the lyrics.

Pitch How high or low a note sounds.

Tempo How fast or slow the music is. The tempo can change during a piece of music.

Dynamics How loud or soft music sounds. Dynamics can change during a piece of music. These are usually shown in the music as p
(soft), f (loud).

Timbre (tam-ber) is the quality of a musical note. It is what makes a musical note sound different from another one. Words like
round, brassy, sharp or bright can be used to describe the timbre of a sound.

Texture The effect of the melody, harmony and rhythm layered together. The texture can change within a piece of music.

Structure The arrangement of a piece of music.

Ostinato A repeated musical rhythm or phrase.

Unison Playing or singing the same notes together at the same time.

Gender
Equality

Access to rights or opportunities is unaffected by gender.

Harmony A musical effect created by playing or singing two or more notes simultaneously.


