
Music development plan summary:
Riverside Primary School

Overview

Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025

Date this summary was published July 2024

Date this summary will be reviewed Mini Review: Annually
Full Review: July 2027

Name of the school music lead Miss C Smith

Name of school leadership team member with
responsibility for music (if different)

N/A

Name of local music hub Essex Music Services

Name of other music education organisation(s)
(if partnership in place)

N/A

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
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An overview of music at Riverside:

We use the Charanga Model Music Curriculum (MMC) scheme in each year group. We
have also designated one unit in each year group as an opportunity to explore creative
composition.

Opportunities to sing/play instruments

All year groups have the opportunity to play a tuned or untuned instrument or sing
during our music lessons. These lessons take place weekly and are 45 minutes long.

Local Music Hub

We are currently exploring the possibility of whole class instrumental tuition for this
academic year run by Essex Music Services. Our aim is to provide Year 4 classes with
the opportunity to learn a new instrument over a series of ten 45-minute sessions.

SEND Learners

Supporting SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) learners in our music
lessons involves using strategies that cater to a range of needs, ensuring an inclusive
and engaging environment for all. This includes:

● Adaptive and flexible learning
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● Multi-sensory approach
● Clear instructions and structured routines
● Peer support and collaboration
● Inclusive assessment and feedback
● Sensory considerations

Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Riverside Primary School offers a range of extra-curricular music opportunities for the
pupils.

Music Tuition

We have two music tuition companies that operate within our school during school
hours. These are:

● Front Row Music who offer instrument tuition for either guitar or keyboard.
These sessions are done in small groups, lasting thirty minutes at a time. It is
our aim that at the end of a term, pupils accessing this tuition will have the
opportunity to perform in front of their parents and/or carers as well as other
pupils. This will help raise the profile of this tuition and encourage more pupils to
take part.

● Essex Music Hub offer instrument tuition for guitar. These sessions are done
on a 1:1 basis, lasting 15 minutes at a time over a period of ten sessions. We
currently have 5 children in Key Stage Two accessing this provision.

These sessions are paid for by parents and/or carers.

The school is currently exploring the possibility of vocal tuition in the future.

Ensembles

Riverside Primary School have two very popular choirs. One based in Key Stage One
and the other in Key Stage Two. These choirs perform at a variety of events including:

● Infant Music Festival at King’s Road United Reform Church
● Junior Music Festival at the Cliffs Pavilion
● Young Voices at the O2 Arena
● Community events including the local light switch on, firework displays and

school PTA events

Both choirs are provided free of charge to all children either at lunchtime or after
school. They are run by members of staff. These being Miss C Smith (Music Lead and
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KS1 Phase Leader) in Key Stage One and Mrs K Watts (Deputy Headteacher) in Key
Stage Two.

Local Music Hub

We are currently exploring the possibility of whole class instrumental tuition for this
academic year run by Essex Music Services. Our aim is to provide Year 4 classes with
the opportunity to learn a new instrument over a series of ten 45-minute sessions.

Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Musical Performances (by the pupils)

● Pupils have the opportunity to perform a song of their choice in a designated
assembly in front of their peers. This can be done solo, in groups or even as a
full class/year group. Pupils are given this option once a term, with a total of
three chances to perform throughout the year.

● Throughout the year we have a number of performances such as; EYFS
Nativity, KS1 Nativity, KS2 Christmas Concert, Year 6 Pantomime. Pupils not
involved in these performances are invited to watch as audience members.

● Pupils receiving instrument tuition perform what they have learnt to parents
and/or carers as well as their peers.

● On an ad hoc basis, pupils who attend choir club are invited to perform in
singing assembly.

Musical Performances (to the pupils)

As well as being able to perform themselves, pupils at Riverside Primary School are
also provided with other opportunities to experience musical performances as an
audience. This includes:

● Instrumental performances led by musicians during assembly. For example, we
have had a guitarist and a saxophonist perform in our assemblies.

● Theatre performance of ‘The Jungle Book’. This performance was paid for by
the Riverside PTA. The theatre company will come into the school to perform
this to KS1 and KS2.

Local Music Hub

Our local music hub is ‘Essex Music Services’. They support Riverside with musical
experiences by:
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● Providing in-person training for the school music lead to further develop the
subject.

● Regular online training to develop staff’s understanding of ‘Charanga’.
● 1:1 tuition lessons.
● The possibility of ‘Play-It! Whole Class Instrumental Sessions’ in the future.

In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

In subsequent years, we plan to:

● Provide further opportunities for pupils to perform to an audience.
● Continue to encourage participation in our KS1 and KS2 choirs.
● Explore the possibility of whole class instrumental tuition provided by Essex

Music Services.
● For children who have music tuition sessions, the opportunity to perform this to

their peers and parents/carers.
● Yearly live performances.
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