
 

NC Strand: Locational Knowledge, Place knowledge, Human and 

Physical geography. 

 

Phase: UKS2 Topic: North America 

 

Locational Knowledge - Identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 

features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Place knowledge - Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 

of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a region within North or South America. 

Human and physical geography - Describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography, including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle. Human geography, including types of 

settlement and land use, economic activity, including trade links, and the distribution of 

natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water. 

 

biome A region (part of the earth’s surface) 
defined by a specific climate and certain 
animals and plants that have adapted to 
survive and thrive in that climate. 

continent A very large area of land that consists of 
many countries. Asia, Africa, North 
America, South America, Antarctica, 
Europe and Australia are the World’s 
continents. 

climate The general weather conditions that are 
typical of an area. 

equator An imaginary line around the middle of 
the Earth at an equal distance from the 
North Pole and the South Pole 

human features Features of land that have been 
impacted by human activity 

physical features Natural features of land such as 
mountains, deserts and rivers 

landmark An object or feature of a landscape or 
town that is easily seen and recognized 
from a distance. 

time zone Time zones give specific areas on the 
Earth a time of day that is earlier or later 
than the neighbouring time zones. 

population The whole number of people living in a 
country, city, or area 

GMT Greenwich Mean Time is an 
internationally standard time format. It is 
the main time zone in several countries, 
including the United Kingdom. 

 

There are 23 countries in North America, with Canada being the biggest. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
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Natural features, human features 

and landmarks. 

 

 

Did you know? 
In North America the further north you go, the colder it 

becomes. (this means the climate in Canada tends to be cold 

and relatively snowy) whereas the further south you go, the 

warmer it becomes. (this means the climate in Mexico tends to 

be hot and humid because its closer to the equator). 

Mexico City is the largest city with more than 9 million people 

living there. 

Greenland is the not only the biggest island in North America 

but also in the world. 

The Missouri River is the longest in North America. 
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The capital cities 


